ARISTOCRATIC ENGLAND
power of Spain to join the coalition against them, took the initi-
ative on February i, 1793, and declared war on England: a
solution which had been expected and was welcomed by the
Government of this country.
The First Phase of the War between England and the
Revolution. The Nature of the Conflict. The first phase
of the English Revolutionary War—1793-1802—comprises two
distinct elements, the sea-fighting and Ireland. Of English land-
fighting, after the preliminary blunders and disasters, save the
mopping up of the doomed French fragment in Egypt and a
small abortive effort on the French coast, there was none; while
the other elements of the nine years were not comparable, in
their importance to the future of England, with the Irish
rebellion, its suppression, and the Act of Union. But it is true
that the chief financial event of the time, the experiment of
paper money, merits a mention. And it falls naturally under a
consideration of the war rather than as a domestic event.
For the second weapon of England after her fleet was the sub-
sidies she was able to provide for her Continental allies. These
were poured out continuously and unceasingly during the whole
twenty-two years of the conflict, and not only supported states
which were willing to attack the French, but were sufficient to
persuade those who were doubtful.
Opening of the War. " The Glorious First of June."
England began by lending a body of troops to the general
coalition against the French. These troops were to act in the
north-eastern theatre of the war, the Netherlands, in connection
with the recovery from the French, if possible, of that coast of
the Low Countries which has always so closely concerned Eng-
land. They were put under the command of tie Duke of York,
a son of King George III. The young man was not without
military abilities, and his chief misfortune, the defeat of the
British army at Tourcoing, was more the fault of his allies than
himself, though it is true that the main plan, of which he was
the author, was hazardous. The first effort was made against
Dunkirk, and it failed in the battle of Hondschoote on the
sand-dunes of the sea-coast to the east of the town. It was an
action remarkable in the annals of warfare because the victorious
French general was put to death by the Revolutionary Govern-
ment for having won a victory. The complaint against him was
that it might have been pushed farther than it was.
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